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How subcontinental: South Asian couture arrives in Yorkville

Blj.niinthu sun has come

o rnnmtnmurla'_ruﬂn-

dia Butﬂiisshup::ing
will not be taldng you to
rard Street East for a tour
throwgh the mountains of
handbags stagp:d wlﬁ mu

oF past the rows
mﬁtﬂ chiffon saris, After
all, princesses need shopping
aptions, foo,

S0 it's uptown we go, to Indi-
va, Yorkville's newest boutique
and the first in Toronto to spe-
ciatize in Bollywonod saris,
Maharani bridal gowns and the
mast runway-worthy daywear
the subcontinent has to offer.

Tor owners Wendy Diag and
her brother, David Anselm,
whx previously ran Indiva as
an Indian lfestyle store in the
old Versace space on Rloar
Street West, the decision to
Eoris thie pillows and table run-
niers and exclushvely on
Indian prét-a-porter and cou-
ture was easy.

“India has been 4 muse o
Western deslgners for several
geasons,” says Dias, Nipping
through some recent back is-
gues of Vogue Indls Lald out in
the sliting area of their new
4.000-square-foot space on
wsh Inﬁ.mutl':.' -

& podnts 1o shots of Glo
Annaru'sdtmmmmdlﬁo
pars, john Galliano’s reched
Churi pants and Tory Rurch's

Ilmiﬂﬂﬁlﬂhﬂimhﬂhrﬁhﬂ1m Tm&wmum memmmmm

embroidered tunics to show
herw India is conguering the
catwalks of Milan and New
Yark

Opening a boutique show-
casing a dozen of India’s top

designers in a ity such as To-

ronto, however, is just smart

retailing.
‘The Greater Toronio Area -

now widely dubbed Bollywood

West - is home to 600,000
South Asians and Statistics
Canada predicts that they'l
make up the largest ethnde

group in the country by 2m7.

But if you haven't notlced

| howw Sowth Asian cultare js
| transforming the city, consider
| this: In :hﬁﬂﬂﬁ Toranio
| webcomed III.'I.IHI.L"E
| nwedas the stage for amother
Fehta fikm (Heawen On
Eﬂﬂ 1, hosted the Miss Indla
i and Miss Glamour Boliywond
| Pageants and beat out Mum-
| bal, Londian and MNew York as
[ the kick-off clty for last sum-
| mer's Unforgettable Tour, a
' shmsenfmlhwmdsdm
iﬂ the Bran-
, gellna warya Ral,
| and hrrhushanﬂ..ﬁhhiﬂltt

And 3o it was, at the Indiva
Eanch party in July, that a
Large contingent of well-hesled
South Asian clientele from the
old store gathered at the new
one, dokng evervthing short of
dancing around Dias and An-
selm. Finally, you could see
them thinking, we have some-
one lacal o serve our sartorial
meeds,

For her part, Dias ks equally
thrilled o see more non-Indi-
an chientele loading wp on bro-
cated jackets ($1.390),
one-oif-a-kind sequined clutch
putses ($349) o5, in some

cases, oven Investing In a sarl.
“When women sae Madonna,
HEizabeth Hurley and Cate
Blanchett foat down the red
carpet in a sar,” she says,
*they think, "Why not me "
For $3.200, you ¢an fturmn
heads tn an emerald-green and
cranberry-red fine silk-chiffon
sari by Neeta Lulla, the crarina
of Indiam couture, Its winding
trafls af Swarowvskd crystals
wink like a thousand tiny
flashbnlbs. What's more, its
pedigres ks pure Bollywood:
Alshwarya Ral wore it In this
VAr's HnH',.'wmul bbnekbaster,

Todhan Akbar.

But if you don't care to wrap
yourself from head to toe fin
silk andd sequing, Indiva also
caters to a fusion look.

“Women who want to ease
into a more ethnkc £ Can
mix their Valentino skinny
|eans with a Monisha Jaising
chiffon mnle or a Malind Rama-
ni caftan top,” Dias says, Bath
redall for $490 and come [n the
most improbable shades of
Maya blue and Inky purple.
Patred with gold sandals by Jol-
Iy Studlo of Murmbal ($395)
and a hand-woven ik pashmi-
na ($299) to guard against the
September chill, the effect (s
feminine and self-assured.

Om thie day, wouldn't vou
kmeoiw, Dilas 15 antlcipating the
arrival of a Saudi princess,

“Her look Incorporates a lof
of Indian Zardozi embroide-
rles,” she says, referring to the
antigue technigque that com-
bilnes silver and 24-karat gabd
called threading with a shower
of sequins and Swarovskl crys-
fals.

“This is what | mean,” she
explaing, holding up a theee-
plece silver and pink silk bridal
lehenga by Manish Malhotra
that easily welghs nine kilo-
grams and retalls for 58,000

Dias recently sobd a similar
lehenga to another one of her
regular clientele, an ltalkan
worman from Oakville.

“Che bought it to wear o her
shsters weadding, opting for
somcthing ethnic to avoedd up-
staging the bride”

W doubi she succesbed,
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